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GUIDELINES FOR THE COST OF LIVING CRISIS RESPONSE GRANT 
Bassetlaw District Council has identified the cost of living crisis as the biggest current threat to our communities and has revised its Corporate Plan to reflect this situation. To match this commitment the District Council has allocated an additional one off sum of £50,000 for 2022/23 for applications from organisations who are members of the Bassetlaw Financial Inclusion Forum.
The Financial Inclusion Forum has identified key themes and their impact on vulnerable individuals and communities within the district. The rural nature of Bassetlaw means dependency upon private transport, limited access to a variety of local food shops, a high proportion of homes with poor energy performance rating as well as many homes that are not “on grid” resulting in unavoidable costs as prices rise.
It is clearly recognised that the response to the situation facing our communities requires a multi-agency response and is most effectively led at place level. The Bassetlaw Financial Inclusion Forum, has already identified objectives for a joint delivery plan. 
. All of the initiatives will be monitored directly by the Cabinet and the Financial Inclusion Forum.
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR COST OF LIVING GRANT SCHEME

1.
The application should demonstrate:

· A need for the activity
· A need for financial assistance
· Local Community support 
· Addressing the vulnerabilities identified by the Financial Inclusion Forum
· Measurable benefit
2.
Proposals that address one or more of the vulnerabilities identified by the Bassetlaw Financial Inclusion Forum
         A) HOUSEHOLD ENERGY

· Local vulnerabilities identified: 

· Likely to impact poorer families, people on pre-pay meters (higher costs), people who can’t cut back on heating – e.g. people with disabilities, young families, older people. Families in poorly insulated homes (esp. in local private rented sector PRS and amongst many rural properties). Many rural residents on dependant on heating fuel /liquid gas as they are connected to mains networks.

Themes – B) FUEL

· Local vulnerabilities identified: 

· considered to be higher than many areas as district car ownership is high and public transport/active travel access are poor in rural areas. Local people need cars for work because they do not have ready access to public transport (especially for shift) or because they have disabilities that make cars their best transport option. 

Themes – C) FOOD

· Local vulnerabilities identified:

·  Poorer communities and communities with limited access to a variety of local food shops will be most impacted (i.e. unable to shop around for cheapest prices – increasingly a factor as some supermarkets are withdrawing ‘value’ product ranges). 

Themes – D) HOUSING

· Local vulnerabilities identified:
·  a significant proportion of the Private Rented Sector (which may include many younger renters in part time or lower paid work, who would not traditionally be seen as vulnerable). 

· ‘Loan Sharks’, Telephone and Online scams

Themes – E) TAXATION & BENEFITS

· Local vulnerabilities identified:

·  Poorer communities; people on Universal credit, pensioners relying on state pension are likely to be impacted

Themes – F) EMPLOYEES & VOLUNTEERS

· Local vulnerabilities identified:

·  Demand on services – staff capacity. Concern about their own situation. Volunteers seeking full or part time work. Costs for voluntary and community sector.

4.
What it will not fund:
· Projects that will require ongoing revenue funding

· Substitutes for core funding 

· Projects that have been already delivered 

· Projects that promote religious beliefs or political activities

· Projects that would require additional funding from Bassetlaw District Council

5.
Timescale:
All allocated grants must be spent by 31st March 2023.

ABOUT THE APPLICATION

1.  Who is the main contact for this application?

Title                          First Name                               Surname


Organisation and position held (if applicable)


Contact Address



Daytime telephone number 


E-mail address

2.  How much are you asking for and what will you spend the money on?

	


3.   Please tell us why your application is needed and who will benefit (with particular reference to the themes and vulnerabilities identified)?

	


4. Is your organisation providing any match funding towards this project? If so please identify if this direct financial input, staff/volunteer time or other source(s)

	


5. Is this proposal dependant on funding from any other source? If so please identify what is and how much and when a decision will be made.

	


DECLARATION

I am authorised to sign this application on behalf of my organisation.  I can confirm that the information I have provided on this form is correct and that any monies allocated will be spent by 31st March 2023.


Signed







      Date


Printed

We will only be able to process your application if you complete the whole form and enclose the correct documentation.  Failure to do so will result in your application being returned.

Please return this completed form to Head of Corporate Services, Bassetlaw District Council, Queen’s Buildings, Potter Street, Worksop, Notts.  S80 2AH

Stephen.brown@bassetlaw.gov.uk and adele.watson@bassetlaw.gov.uk 
CLOSING DATE: Friday 9th September 5:00pm
For Office Use:





Date Received:





Application Number:



































Postcode
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