
Obama was the first Black president of the United States.

B a r ac k  O b a m a
( 1 9 6 1 - p r e s e n t )



Born into enslavement and escaped in 1849. Tubman was
responsible for leading hundreds of enslaved people to freedom.

h a r r i e t t u b m a n
( a r o u n d  1 8 2 2 - 1 9 1 3)



Born and freed from enslavement, Sancho taught himself to 
write and became a writer, composer and abolitionist.

I g n at i u s  S a n c h o
( a r o u n d  1 72 9 - 1 78 0)



Won four gold medals in athletics at the Berlin Olympics in 1936.

J e s s e  Ow e n s
( 1 9 1 3 - 1 9 8 0)



Trumpeter for King Henry VII and King Henry VIII. 
When Blanke got married, Henry VIII gave him money and 

a wedding outfit as a gift.

J o h n  B l a n k e
( l at e  1 5 t h c e n t u ry- e a r ly 1 6 t h c e n t u ry )



In 1939, Johnson was one of three Black students in her whole
university. She started working for NASA in 1953.

k at h e r i n e  j o h n s o n
( 1 9 1 8 - 2 0 2 0)



Hughes was an American poet, social activist, novelist, 
and playwright.

L a n g sto n  H u g h e s
( 1 9 0 1 - 1 9 6 7 )



Johnson was an American gay liberation and trans rights activist.
She was one of the prominent figures in the uprising and protests

demanding rights for gay people in 1969.

M a r s h a P.  J o h n s o n
( 1 9 4 5 - 1 9 9 2 )



Christian minister and leader of the US Civil Rights Movement.

M a rt i n  L U T H E R  K I N G  J R
( 1 9 2 9 - 1 9 6 8)



Born in Jamaica, Mary opened a hospital during the Crimean War
to care for injured soldiers.

M A RY S E AC O L E
( 1 8 0 5 - 1 8 8 1 )



An American poet, memoirist, editor, playwright and civil rights
activist who worked with Martin Luther King.

M AYA A N G E L O U
( 1 9 5 1 - 2 0 1 4)



An American professional boxer, activist, entertainer, poet,
and philanthropist. Ali was given the name ‘The Greatest’.

M u h a m m a d  a l i
( 1 9 4 2 - 2 0 1 6)



Mandela became the first Black president of South Africa after
being freed from prison where he was imprisoned for 27 years 

for campaiging for equality for Black people.

N E L S O N  M A N D E L A
( 1 9 1 8 - 2 0 1 3)



Born into enslavement, Equiano earned enough money to buy
himself out. He later campaigned for the end of enslavement.

O l a u da h  E q u i a n o
( a r o u n d  1 74 5 - 1 79 7 )



Influenced the Montgomery Bus Boycott and changed the law so
that Black people could sit wherever they wanted on a bus and not

have to give up their seats for White people.

R O S A PA R K S
( 1 9 1 3 - 2 0 0 5)



At 6 years old became the first Black pupil to be allowed to join a
school called William Frantz Elementary School where only White

children were educated.

R U BY B R I D G E S
( 1 9 5 4 - p r e s e n t )



DeLarverie was an American gay rights activist and drag performer.
Some people believe that she was the possible instigator of the

Stonewall Riots.

Sto r m é  D e L a r v e r i e
( 1 9 2 0 - 2 0 1 4)


